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Certain dialects of Basque have “allocutive agreement,” which occurs only in the main clause and it agrees with the addressee of the sentence. The occurrence of such agreement points to Ross’s Performative Analysis, in which the addressee (‘you’) as well as the speaker (‘I’) is represented in some higher structure. Ohyarçabal (1993) points out that the behavior of the Basque allocutive agreement parallels what has been noted for the politeness marking on the predicate in Japanese (tabe-masu). This suggests that the politeness marking in Japanese is a kind of an agreement despite the fact that Japanese is normally viewed as an agreementless language. Something else that Ohyarçabal (1993) notes about the Basque allocutive agreement is that, unlike the typical phi-feature agreement, which occurs at T, allocutive agreement is borne by C. The same is noted for the politeness marking in Japanese (Miyagawa 1987, LI squib). I will argue that the politeness marking in Japanese is an indication of Strong Uniformity: every language has the same set of grammatical features, and every language manifests them in some fashion (Miyagawa 2010). Assuming that grammatical agreement starts out at C (e.g., Chomsky 2005), in languages such as English, this agreement lowers to T, but in Japanese, it stays at C, where it is pronounced as a kind of allocutive agreement. In Basque, two agreement features occur on C, and one lowers to T to form the typical subject-verb agreement while the other stays at C where it agrees with the addressee to form the allocutive agreement. The allocutive agreement is limited by and large to the main clause because its target is ‘you’ in the Ross-style performative structure, which is limited in the main to the main clause.
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